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PALMS NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL 
Executive Committee SPECIAL Meeting Agenda 

Wednesday, July 31st, 2019 – 7:15 p.m. 

Fire Station 43 – 3690 Motor Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90034 
 

The Neighborhood Council system enables meaningful civic participation for all Angelenos and serves as 

a voice for improving government responsiveness to local communities and their needs. We are an 

advisory body to the City of Los Angeles, comprised of stakeholder volunteers who are devoted to the 
mission of improving our communities., 

 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL 

a. Call to Order 

b. Roll Call  

II. GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENT (10 minutes) 

a. Limited to non-agenda items – subjects related to executive committee 

issues 

III. INTRODUCTIONS 

a. Introductions and welcome (5 minutes) 

IV. COMMITTEE BUSINESS 

a. DISCUSSION: Meet and interview applicants for the open Youth 

Representative Seat. [See supplementals for applications]  

b. DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION: Co-host a town hall with 

SORONC about Housing, Development and Homelessness 

• See example of past SORONC town hall here: 

http://www.soronc.org/events/2016townhall 

c. DISCUSSION: Planning next Board Retreat 

• Date 

• Location 

• Food 

• Potential subjects 

d. DISCUSSION: Community Org Rep Position no longer on Executive 

Board based on previous changes to PNC Bylaws 

e. DISCUSSION: Process for appointing Committee Chairs 

f. DISCUSSION: Check-ins with Board Members and Committee Chairs  

http://www.palmsnc.la/
http://www.facebook.com/PalmsNC
http://www.twitter.com/palmsnc
http://www.soronc.org/events/2016townhall
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g. DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION: Scheduling a storage unit 

clean-up and inventory day  

V. Adjournment:  

 

 
Time allocations for agenda items are approximate and may be shortened or lengthened at the discretion of the President. Publ ic comment will be taken for each 
motion as well as for any item in the consent agenda prior to Board action. The public is requested to fill out a “Speaker Card” to address the Assembly on any 
item of the agenda prior to the Assembly taking action on an item. Comments from the public on Agenda items will be heard only when the respective item is 
being considered. Comments from the public on other matters not appearing on the Agenda that is within the Assembly’s subject matter jurisdiction will be heard 
during the Public Comment period. Public comment is limited to 1 to 2 minutes per speaker, at the discretion or unless waived by the Assembly. In the interest of 
addressing all items on the agenda, time limits for individual comments and discussion may be set at the discretion of the President.  All items on the consent 
agenda will be determined by a single Committee vote and without Committee discussion. Committee members may request that any item be removed from the 
consent agenda and considered individually at any time prior to that vote. 

 

Per Board of Neighborhood Commissioners Policy #2014-01, agendas are posted for public review at: 1) Woodbine Park Kiosk, 3409 S. Vinton Ave.; 2) Palms 
Neighborhood Council website, www.palmsnc.la   
 
In compliance with Government Code section 54957.5, non-exempt writings that are distributed to a majority or all of the board in advance of a meeting may be 
viewed at Woodbine Park Kiosk, 3409 S. Vinton Ave, at our website: www.palmsla.org or at the scheduled meeting. In addition, if you would like a copy of any 
record related to an item on the agenda, please contact the Secretary at secretary@palmsnc.la   
 
Palms NC Board and Committee members abide by a code of civility (http://empowerla.org/code-of-conduct/). Any person who interferes with the conduct of a 
Neighborhood Council meeting by willfully interrupting and/or disrupting the meeting is subject to removal. A peace officer may be requested to assist with the 
removal should any person fail to comply with an order of removal by the Neighborhood Council. Any person who resists removal by a peace officer is subject to 
arrest and prosecution pursuant to California Penal Code Section 403. 
 
As a covered entity under Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Los Angeles does not discriminate on the basis of disability and upon request, 
will provide reasonable accommodation to ensure equal access to its programs, services, and activities. Sign language interpreters, assistive listening devices, or 
other auxiliary aids and/or services may be provided upon request. To ensure availability of services, please make your request at least 3 business days (72 hours) 
prior to the meeting you wish to attend by contacting the Secretary at secretary@palmsnc.la 

 

SI REQUIERE SERVICIOS DE TRADUCCION, FAVOR DE NOTIFICAR A LA OFICINA 3 DIAS DE TRABAJO (72 HORAS) ANTES DEL  
EVENTO. SI NECESITA ASISTENCIA CON ESTA NOTIFICACION, POR FAVOR LLAME A NUESTRA OFICINA AL secretary@palmsnc.la 

 

 

 

http://www.palmsnc.la/
mailto:secretary@palmsnc.la
mailto:secretary@palmsnc.la
mailto:secretary@palmsnc.la


Palms Neighborhood Council Application 

I used to fear the idea of death. The inevitable reality that one day, I will no longer be alive on 

this earth. It used to haunt me. Used to wake me up in the middle of the night where I would be forced to 

deal with this hard truth all by my lonesome. But then I got older.  

While in college, I began to understand that there was more to fear beyond my own end. As a low 

income African American/Latino I knew that my own people were subjugated in this country, but through 

my higher learning, I began seeing that the injustices of this world spread so much farther. People died 

from being unable to afford a trip the hospital, parents worked two jobs just to keep their kids from 

starving, even my own classmates were crippling themselves with hundreds of thousands of dollars of 

debt just to get an education that maybe allowed them to overcome generations of systematic disparity.  

            It was from there, my fear changed. It was no longer just death, but a fear that I would die in a 

suffering world. This one carried with it more of a sense of defeat. That even after I was gone, the world 

would continue turning on its hateful path of exploiting others. It is an understanding that can make one 
catatonic. But inaction and sadness have never improved anything. Which is why I started volunteering 

with the PNC in the first place.   

 The Youth Representative Position is an opportunity for me to make actual change. As I have 

learned, the best way to make the world a better place is to positively impact youth. Adolescence is a 

fragile time when children start gaining an understanding of what is right, wrong and the proper way to 

treat each other. I believe that if we nurture the incoming generation, help guide them with support and 

opportunities to express themselves healthily, we can mold this generation into powerful leaders that get 

this planet on a track that ends the constant string of suffering it has endured for generations. 

            My background is predominantly in literature and creative writing, something I feel has the 

potential to make the greatest impact on youths. Stories are usually a child’s first experience with 

developing empathy. Either they read about a world different from their own or they create one. I want to 

use my experience with writing to give young people a workshop environment where they will be 

encouraged to write and connect with their emotions.  

Most importantly, however, I would like to dedicate a good chunk of time to educating the youths 

of the area on the existence of the PNC. I grew up in Palms and I did not even know we had a 

Neighborhood Council until I came across that yard sign advertising the general meeting 7 months ago. 

Palms is a very culturally diverse neighborhood, and it is my intention to reach out to various POC groups 

to teach them that they do have a voice, despite the hopeless nature of our cultural discourse. And I know 

what that hopeless feeling is like, to look around you and see no real solution. With this understanding, I 

want to show them that you just have to get up and start doing something, because every action you take 

has a larger impact. A belief I think should be carried by every member of the PNC. 

Ideally, I believe that the PNC should always think beyond Palms. Our primary duty should be 

for the benefit of the neighborhood. However, the actions we take here should be enacted with the 

intention of having a positive effect overall. We outreach to the children because we want 

underrepresented groups to have a voice in the future. We plant more trees because we want there to be 

the beauty of nature for future generations. We fight to educate people about affordable housing because 

feeling safe and secure should be a right that no human being should do without. Each of these actions 

benefits Palms, but undoubtedly, even minimally, benefits the world as a whole.  

 



JORDAN PENLAND 

jordancpenland@gmail.com – (310) 936-1151  

10770 Palms Blvd, Apt #209, Los Angeles, CA, 90034 

EDUCATION 

University of California Santa Cruz, June 2018                                                              Santa Cruz, CA 

Bachelor of Arts in Literature with Creative Writing Concentration  

Cum Laude, 3.76 GPA 

 

EXPERIENCE                                                                                                          

Dreamscape Immersive                                                                                                       Los Angeles, CA  

Tech Associate (Temporary Hire) 

December 10th, 2018-Present  

• Troubleshooting and repairing  Virtual Reality related technology 

• Maintaining virtual reality experiences for consumer consumption  

• Logging issues, overseeing staff with team to ensure technological standard of company is 

upheld 

  

Palms Neighborhood Council                                                                                              Los Angeles, CA 

Volunteer 

February 5th, 2019-Present 

• Participating in neighborhood clean ups and plant life maintenance  

• Attending regular council meetings to understand and perpetuate the standards of the 

neighborhood.  

• Campaign for candidates in the Palms area 

 

88.1 FM KZSC                                                                                                                     Santa Cruz, CA 

Managing Editor of Morning News Broadcast/Disk Jockey                           

 January 10th, 2017-July 1st, 2018  

• Supervising reporting team, developing and assigning stories for contributing, affiliated and 

senior reporters 

• Editor for news broadcasts, arranging the production of the news, compiling and creating audio 

documents, and maintaining the weekly news broadcast 

• Working sound board and upholding FCC regulations on various live radio shows  

 

Matchbox Magazine                                                                                                           Santa Cruz, CA       

June 15th, 2016-July 1, 2018 

• Evaluating submissions for magazine, the only University of California wide literary publication 

• Curating select prose, poetry, art, music and spoken word submissions from students, copy 

editing for grammatical mistakes 

• Fundraising and development for the organization, and community outreach 

 

Skills and Programs  

Microsoft Office, Tableau, Amadeus, Audacity, Copy Editing, Content Editing, Community Outreach  

  



Harry Gers 
3705 Tilden Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90034 
 
High school student, 12th grade 
Fusion Academy Los Angeles 
18 Years old 
Mobile - 1310-745-7060 
 
As my high school schedule ramps down and i approach college, i have more free time 
and would like to use it to do good. I want to do my part in improving the lives of people, 
and specifically youth in the community. I have a strong sense of right and wrong, and 
want to be an active participant in doing whats right. Because of these things, i believe i 
would be a good fit for this position. I think the PNC should strive to make positive 
change for impactful issues such as homelessness, education, law enforcement, 
transportation, and many more.  
 
I look forward to meeting with you and hope you consider me for the position! 
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