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PALMS NEIGHBORHOOD 

COUNCIL 
 

Representative Assembly General Meeting Agenda 

Wednesday, November 4th 2020 – 7:00 p.m. 

 

Zoom Meeting Online at https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83140506390  

or by telephone, Dial +1 669 900 6833 to join the meeting 

Then enter this Webinar ID: 831 4050 6390 and press # 

The toll free call-in numbers are: (833) 548-0276, (833) 548-0282, (877) 858-5257, and (888) 475-4499 

 

Press *9 to raise hand for public comment 

 

The Neighborhood Council system enables meaningful civic participation for all Angelenos and serves as a 

voice for improving government responsiveness to local communities and their needs. We are an advisory body 

to the City of Los Angeles, comprised of stakeholder volunteers who are devoted to the mission of improving 

our communities. 

 
VIRTUAL MEETING TELECONFERENCING NUMBER FOR PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
In conformity with the Governor’s Executive Order  N-29-20 (MARCH 17, 2020) and due to concerns over COVID-19, the Palms 

Neighborhood Council meeting will be conducted entirely telephonically. 
 
Every person wishing to address the Neighborhood Council must dial +1 669 900 6833  and enter 831 4050 6390 and then press # to 

join the meeting. Instructions on how to sign up for public comment will be given to listeners at the start of the meeting  

 

I. CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL 

a. Call to Order (Block) 

b. Roll Call (Tocco) 

 

II. COMMUNITY & GOVERNMENT REPORTS  

a. Office of Councilmember Paul Koretz – Elizabeth Garcia Elizabeth.garcia@lacity.org 

b. Office of Mayor Eric Garcetti – Kevin Taylor kevin.taylor@lacity.org 

c. LA Police Department – Juan Ceja 

d. Department of Neighborhood Empowerment – Freddy Cupen-Ames freddy.cupen-

ames@lacity.org 

e. Office of State Senator Holly Mitchell – Lily Sofiani lily.sofiani@sen.ca.gov 

f. Office of State Assemblymember Sydney Kamlager– Kasey Kokenda 

kasey.kokenda@asm.ca.gov 

mailto:info@palmsnc.la
http://www.palmsnc.la/
http://www.palmsnc.la/
http://www.facebook.com/PalmsNC
http://www.twitter.com/palmsnc
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83140506390
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g. Other Government Departments and Community Organizations 

i. Budget Advocates Report [see supplementals for full report] (3 minutes) 

ii. Motor Avenue Improvement Association (3 minutes) 

iii. NC Elections Update from LA City Clerk (5 minutes) 

 

III. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

IV. GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENT ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS & MULTIPLE AGENDA 

ITEM PUBLIC COMMENT (10 minutes) 

 

V. CONSENT AGENDA (2 minutes) 

a. MOTION: To approve minutes from 9/2/2020 General Assembly meeting. [Click here 

for minutes]  

b. MOTION: To approve minutes from 10/7/2020 General Assembly meeting. [Click 

here for minutes]  

c. MOTION: To remove Andrew Halff from the Business and Beautification Committee 

 

VI. BOARD REPORTS & COMMUNITY RECOGNITION (10 minutes – 1 minute each) 

a. President’s Report (Block – eryn.block@palmsnc.la) 

b. Treasurer’s Report (Bocarsly – david.bocarsly@palmsnc.la) 

i. MOTION: To approve the September Monthly Expenditure Report (MER) 

[See supplemental materials for summary – full report available here] 

c. Vice-President’s Report (Erving – randell.erving@palmsnc.la) 

d. Secretary’s Report (Tocco – helen.tocco@palmsnc.la) 

e. Community-Based Organization Rep (Patterson – brendan.patterson@palmsnc.la) 

f. Residential Rep. A (Hartman – kay.hartman@palmsnc.la) 

g. Residential Rep. B (White – danya.white@palmsnc.la) 

h. Residential Rep. C (Chase – scott.chase@palmsnc.la) 

i. Residential Rep. D (Waldron – jessalyn.waldron@palmsnc.la) 

j. Residential Rep. E (Chiarello – kristen.chiarello@palmsnc.la) 

k. Business Rep. 1 (Hochberg – eliot.hochberg@palmsnc.la) 

l. Business Rep. 2 (Nadel – josh.nadel@palmsnc.la) 

m. Youth Rep (VACANT) 

 

 

VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS & COMMUNITY RECOGNITION 

a. Transportation & Infrastructure 

b. Business and Beautification  

i. MOTION: To approve the application of Leslie Kim for a $250 grant to paint the 

utility box at Overland & Rose.  

ii. MOTION: To approve the application of Katie McGuire for a $250 grant to paint 

the utility box at Palms & Motor.  

iii. MOTION: To approve the application of Aldo Chacon for a $250 grant to paint 

the utility box at Overland & Charnock.  

c. Racial and Social Justice 

i. Announcement: November meeting on November 21st at 11am. December 

meeting cancelled 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B5CdlcPn8xayMkhQNXRUMklIN28?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B5CdlcPn8xayMkhQNXRUMklIN28?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B5CdlcPn8xayMkhQNXRUMklIN28?usp=sharing
mailto:eryn.block@palmsnc.la
mailto:david.bocarsly@palmsnc.la
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1EURn2VfQQ3pfNiVekfUv7AHYTZBHrY9l
mailto:helen.tocco@palmsnc.la
mailto:jessalyn.waldron@palmsnc.la
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ii. MOTION: To authorize the Palms NC to submit a letter urging DONE to 

respond in matters of discrimination and verbal abuse regarding members of 

NCs [see supplementals for letter] 

iii. MOTION: To authorize the Palms NC to submit a CIS in opposition to CF 20-

0147 [see supplementals for CIS] 

iv. MOTION: To authorize the Palms NC to submit a CIS in opposition to CF 20-

1376 [see supplementals for CIS] 

d. Communications & Outreach 

e. Green 

f. Homelessness & Public Safety  

g. Planning & Land Use  

i. MOTION: To approve a letter to the City Attorney opposing Council File 20-

0980 [see supplementals for letter] 

ii. MOTION: To approve a CIS opposing Council File 20-0980 [see 

supplementals for CIS] 

iii. MOTION: To approve a CIS opposing Council File 20-1044 [see 

supplementals for letter] 

h. Executive 

i. Announcement: November meeting cancelled 

i. Venice Blvd Improvement 

VIII. NEW BUSINESS 

a. Presentation and Possible Action: Los Angeles Neighborhood Budget Tribunes  

i. MOTION: To adopt the Budget Tribunes Proxy Letter [see supplementals for 

full letter] 

b. MOTION: To authorize the Palms NC to send the attached letter to Councilmember 

Koretz asking for the elimination of the Gut and Amend process [see supplementals for 

letter] 

c. MOTION: The Palms NC insists that Neighborhood Councils are not prohibited from 

communicating with non-City of Los Angeles government representatives and/or staff not 

with entities other than those within the City, regarding issues impacting their 

neighborhoods; and that Neighborhood Councils are free to discuss any issues of local 

concern. [Passed by WRAC] 

IX. NOTICE: Next GA Meeting will be Wednesday, December 2nd at 7:00PM 

 

X. Adjournment (End time is approximately 9:00 p.m. or shortly thereafter) 

 

 

 
Time allocations for agenda items are approximate and may be shortened or lengthened at the discretion of the President. Public comment will be 

taken for each motion as well as for any item in the consent agenda prior to Board action. The public is requested to fill out a “Speaker Card” to 

address the Assembly on any item of the agenda prior to the Assembly taking action on an item. Comments from the public on Agenda items will be 

heard only when the respective item is being considered. Comments from the public on other matters not appearing on the Agenda that is within the 

Assembly’s subject matter jurisdiction will be heard during the Public Comment period. Public comment is limited to 1 to 2 minutes per speaker, at 

the discretion of or unless waived by the Assembly. In the interest of addressing all items on the agenda, time limits for individual comments and 

discussion may be set at the discretion of the President.  All items on the consent agenda will be determined by a single Committee vote and without 

Committee discussion. Committee members may request that any item be removed from the consent agenda and considered individually at any time 

prior to that vote. 

 

Per Board of Neighborhood Commissioners Policy #2014-01, agendas are posted for public review at: 1) Woodbine Park Kiosk, 3409 S. Vinton Ave.; 

2) Palms Neighborhood Council website, www.palmsnc.la.   
 

http://www.palmsnc.la/
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In compliance with Government Code section 54957.5, non-exempt writings that are distributed to a majority or all of the board in advance of a meeting 

may be viewed at Woodbine Park Kiosk, 3409 S. Vinton Ave, at our website: www.palmsla.org or at the scheduled meeting. In addition, if you would 

like a copy of any record related to an item on the agenda, please contact the Secretary at secretary@palmsnc.la  
 

Palms NC Board and Committee members abide by a code of civility (http://empowerla.org/code-of-conduct/). Any person who interferes with the 

conduct of a Neighborhood Council meeting by willfully interrupting and/or disrupting the meeting is subject to removal. A peace officer may be 

requested to assist with the removal should any person fail to comply with an order of removal by the Neighborhood Council. Any person who resists 

removal by a peace officer is subject to arrest and prosecution pursuant to California Penal Code Section 403. 
 

As a covered entity under Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Los Angeles does not discriminate on the basis of disability and 

upon request, will provide reasonable accommodation to ensure equal access to its programs, services, and activities. Sign language interpreters, 

assistive listening devices, or other auxiliary aids and/or services may be provided upon request. To ensure availability of services, please make your 

request at least 3 business days (72 hours) prior to the meeting you wish to attend by contacting the Secretary at secretary@palmsnc.la 
 
SI REQUIERE SERVICIOS DE TRADUCCION, FAVOR DE NOTIFICAR A LA OFICINA 3 DIAS DE TRABAJO (72 HORAS) ANTES DEL  
EVENTO. SI NECESITA ASISTENCIA CON ESTA NOTIFICACION, POR FAVOR LLAME A NUESTRA OFICINA AL secretary@palmsnc.la 

 

 

 

 
 

mailto:secretary@palmsnc.la
mailto:secretary@palmsnc.la
mailto:secretary@palmsnc.la
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Budget Advocates Report to Neighborhood Councils #8 
 
 
The City Budget – the Bad News Just Keeps on Coming 

The Budget Advocates met with the Mayor on October 9th – and what he said confirmed our 
premise: the City is indeed facing a fiscal crisis.  
 
When asked about why the City approved budget busting raises in September of 2019 for the 
police and firefighters that resulted in an unbalanced budget in the range of $150‐200 million, 
the Mayor claimed the City was counting on increases in revenues and the Reserve Fund to 
balance the budget. 
 
This was not the case as the City’s projections that were available to the Mayor and the City 
Council showed a deficit in the current year and shortfalls of $200 to $400 million a year for the 
next four years.   
 
Furthermore, the Reserve Fund is for the unforeseeable.  Covid‐19 would qualify but union 
raises negotiated and approved by the City certainly do not. 
 
The City relies on revenue from numerous sources to pay its employees and other expenses. 
Some of these rely on our tourist industry which is toast in the time of Covid.  Others, such as 
the sales and business taxes, have also been impacted by Covid‐19.    
 
Without a second stimulus package from Washington, without that money coming to the states 
and cities to boost their economies, many smaller businesses are quietly going bankrupt. Add 
that to a growing number of Covid cases across the country, and acceptance by many that 
quarantine status will stay in place through the first half of 2021, and the shortfall predicted 
this past summer although huge then, is probably a vast overstatement of what the City will be 
able to collect over the next nine months. 
 
Backed by figures from the Mayor’s budget team, the CAO, the Controller, and the Office of 
Finance, we thought the City was facing a shortfall of an estimated $400 million this year 
between unrealized income and the pandemic costs. Significantly more if the economy 
continues to slide.  
 
Today’s report from the CAO indicates that this shortfall will now be closer to $600 million. 
 
The City has floated some cost‐reducing approaches – furloughs, the Separation Incentive 
Program, departmental cuts from this year’s budget and next – but these are probably too little 
when looking at the bigger picture and nothing has been implemented. 
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The Budget Advocates ask that the Neighborhood Councils join them in calling out our elected 
officials.  They are not in City Hall for a popularity contest.  They are being paid to lead. 
 
Ask for leadership to justify their salaries.  Ask for transparency so we can see them act.  And 
ask for a real accounting of where the City stands.  We don’t need bread and circuses, we want 
solutions.  
 

Budgets 
Everyone deals with budgets – at home, at work, at your Neighborhood Council.  The City has 
its budget and so do the departments, including the Department of Neighborhood 
Empowerment.  DONE has to make cuts under the Mayor’s recent directives.  Since these will 
directly affect the Neighborhood Councils, it is up to all of us to come up with suggestions that 
will impact those services the least.  Creative solutions can come from the most unexpected 
places so… if you have an idea, please reach out. 
 
Events 
The first of a series of Budget Advocate Town Halls has been scheduled for Saturday, November 
14 at 6 pm.  It will address the challenges of allocating services and budget resources equitably 
across Los Angeles. More than calling out the problems, we want people across the City to 
focus on constructive recommendations and solutions.  More details to come. 
 
Budget Advocate Ad‐Hoc Committees 
Our committees are now on the website – https://www.budgetadvocates.com/committees –
with links to the point person for each. If you are interested in getting involved or just have a 
question, please contact them.  Their meetings and agendas will start appearing on our 
calendar.  We have been ironing out the process of how to approve and publish papers and 
articles, with this resolved, we should start releasing material early next month.  As well as 
papers, we now have a video and committee‐specific town hall in the works. 
 
Region 12 (Harbor Area) Budget Reps – are you interested in becoming a Budget Advocate 
This is actually open to any stakeholder but they need to be appointed or elected a Budget 
Representative by their Neighborhood Council.  Anyone interested should e‐mail   
 
October 23, 2020 
 

 

Neighborhood Council Budget Executive Committee 
Co‐Chairs: Liz Amsden and Jack Humphreville 
Vice‐Chair, Development: Albert Farias  
Vice‐Chairs, Outreach: John DiGregorio and Julia Moser  
Corresponding Secretary: Glenn Bailey 
Administrative Secretary: Jennifer Goodie 
Treasurer: Lanira Murphy 
Parliamentarian: Carol Newman  
 
 



Monthly Expenditure Report

Monthly Cash Reconciliation

Beginning Balance Total Spent Remaining
Balance Outstanding Commitments Net Available

$50671.54 $2351.27 $48320.27 $5000.00 $0.00 $43320.27

Monthly Cash Flow Analysis

Budget Category Adopted Budget Total Spent this
Month

Unspent Budget
Balance Outstanding Net Available

Office

$30000.00

$344.70

$28070.72 

$0.00

$28070.72 Outreach $6.57 $0.00

Elections $0.00 $0.00

Community
Improvement Project $4000.00 $0.00 $3000.00 $0.00 $3000.00

Neighborhood Purpose
Grants $8000.00 $2000.00 $4000.00 $5000.00 $-1000.00

Funding Requests Under Review: $0.00 Encumbrances: $0.00 Previous Expenditures: $4578.01

Expenditures

# Vendor Date Description Budget Category Sub-category Total

1 MAILCHIMP MISC 09/03/2020
Mailchimp monthly fee - to
come from encumbered funds
directed to Mailchimp ? The
Rocket Science Group, LLC

General
Operations
Expenditure

Office $29.99

2 WWW.1AND1.COM 09/08/2020
Website Hosting Support - to
come from encumbered
funds, directed to 1&1 IONOS
Inc.

General
Operations
Expenditure

Office $8.71

3 PSS NATIONAL
BLVD.,LLC 09/15/2020

Storage Unite Monthly Fee,
**to come from encumbered
funds dedicated for Price Self
Storage National Boulevard,
LLC**

General
Operations
Expenditure

Office $261.00

4 HOO HOOTSUITE
INC 09/16/2020 Purchase a HootSuite Pro

Account for up to $120
General

Operations
Expenditure

Office $45.00

5 CRISP IMAGING
INGLEWOO 09/18/2020

To authorize the Green
Committee to spend up to
$100 for a social media
campaign and printing costs
for green initiatives in
September and October. 

General
Operations
Expenditure

Outreach $6.57

6

Friends of
Westwood Rec.

Complex dba
Friends of West Los

Angeles

09/09/2020
To approve an NPG to
FOWLA for $2,000 for the
Westside Safety Fair

Neighborhood
Purpose Grants $2000.00

Reporting Month: September 2020

NC Name: Palms Neighborhood
Council

Budget Fiscal Year: 2020-2021



 Subtotal: $2351.27

Outstanding Expenditures

# Vendor Date Description Budget Category Sub-category Total

1 Safe Place for Youth 09/14/2020

To approve an NPG for
$5,000 to Safe Place for Youth
for supplies for people
experiencing homelessness,
to come from encumbered
funds directed to Safe Place
for Youth, A Project of
Commun...

Neighborhood
Purpose Grants $5000.00

 Subtotal: Outstanding $5000.00



 
CITY OF LOS ANGELES 

 

 

Palms Neighborhood Council 

Business & Beautification 

Committee 

 
Eliot Hochberg, Chair 

eliot.hochberg@palmsnc.la 
Andrew Halff, Vice-Chair 
andrew.halff@palmsnc.la 
Natasia Gascon, Member 

 
 

CALIFORNIA 

 
10008 National Blvd. #210  

Los Angeles, CA 90034 
 

www.palm​snc.la 
facebook.com/PalmsLA 

@palmsnc 
 

 

 
 

PALMS NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL 

 
Joint Board and Business & Beautification Virtual Committee Meeting​ Report  

Wednesday, October 21, 2020 – 7 p.m. - 9 p.m. 
Zoom Meeting Online 

 
The Neighborhood Council system enables meaningful civic participation for all Angelenos and serves as a voice 
for improving government responsiveness to local communities and their needs. We are an advisory body to the 
City of Los Angeles, comprised of stakeholder volunteers who are devoted to the mission of improving our 
communities. 
 
VIRTUAL MEETING TELECONFERENCING NUMBER FOR PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
In conformity with the Governor’s Executive Order N-29-20 (MARCH 17, 2020) and due to concerns over 
COVID-19, the Palms Neighborhood Council meeting will be conducted entirely virtually. Every person wishing 
to address the Neighborhood Council must follow the instructions above to join the meeting. Instructions on how 
to sign up for public comment will be given to participants at the start of the meeting. 
 
Committee Meeting Date: ​October 21, 2020 

Committee Members: Chair: Eliot Hochberg, Vice-Chair: Andrew Halff, Member: 
Natasia Gascon 

Committee Members Present​: Eliot Hochberg and Natasia Gascon 

Committee Members Absent​: Andrew Halff 

Call to Order​: 7:06 ​Adjournment​: 8:08 

Proposed Motions for General Assembly Adoption 

Motions: ​Four nearly identical motions: 
 
To approve the application of Leslie Kim for a $250 grant to paint the utility box at Overland & Rose.  

To approve the application of Katie McGuire for a $250 grant to paint the utility box at Palms & Motor.  

To approve the application of Aldo Chacon for a $250 grant to paint the utility box at Overland & 
Charnock.  

 

mailto:eliot.hochberg@palmsnc.la
mailto:andrew.halff@palmsnc.la
http://www.palmsla.org/
http://www.facebook.com/PalmsLA
http://www.twitter.com/palmsnc


A. Hochberg moves, Gascon seconds 
 

Committee Reasoning: ​At a previous meeting, there were three remaining 
locations that were selected to be decorated, and we still had several 
submissions to choose from. Committee decided to go ahead and make the 
selections since last GA attendance was sparse and there was little discussion 
from attending stakeholders. GA will still be able to review the selected 
applicants and receive stakeholder input, but this will streamline the process. 

B. Committee Vote Count: ​2 in Favor, 0 Opposed, 0 Abstentions 

 
 
 
        I.​     CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL ​(5 min) 

a. Call to Order (Hochberg) 
b. Roll Call (Halff) 

● Gascon and Hochberg present. Halff not in attendance.  
 

c. Review of code of conduct (Hochberg) 
 
d. Agenda preview (Hochberg) 

              II.​     GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENT/ FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS ​(10 min) 
 

● No stakeholders present. General public comment moved to the end of the meeting.  
 
            III.​     REPORTS ​(10 Minutes each) 

a. Gascon 
 

● Attended virtual conferences sponsored by the Visitor Services Group regarding the safe 
re-opening of arts and culture institutions and Arts for LA - The State of the Arts in Los Angeles. 
Prognosis is grim for the arts and culture fields in Los Angeles and throughout the nation, as 
budgets have been slashed and the real loss of small to mid-sized venues is looming.  

 
 

b. Halff 
 

● N/A 
 
c. Hochberg 
 

● Did videos with other committee members to encourage stakeholder voter participation. 
● Thank you to the LA County Department of Mental Health / NAMI in regards to a mentally ill 

tenant.  
 
             IV.​     DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE MOTION: UTILITY BOX PROGRAM​ (30-45 

min) 
a. Congratulations to Belan Islas for Venice & Overland 

 
● Need to get LADOT approval of Islas’ art to move the project forward.  
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b. Review of submissions and discussion of remaining approved locations. 
 

● Members reviewed submissions for the utility box program and selected the following artists for 
the following boxes:  

 
● McGuire for Palms/Motor. 
● Gooey for Overland/Charnock. 
● Kim for Overland/Rose. 

 
● Gascon just wanted to put on record that the box on Overland/Charnock held special significance 

and highlighted the importance of the community box program in beautifying the neighborhood 
and increasing civic pride. She will be sad to see it go, but understands that the box is vandalized 
and needs to be replaced. 

● Hochberg mentioned that if the community ever feels that a utility box must be preserved for 
posterity, that a non-profit organization would need to take possession of the box. 

● Hochberg made a motion to bring the three selected boxes to the General Assembly meeting for 
final approval of the NC. Gascon seconded.  

 
               V.​     DISCUSSION: MURAL MANUAL (GASCON) ​(20 min) 
 

● Gascon provided an update on the Mural Manual project. It is going well, and she hopes it will be 
a valuable resource for the community. 

● Gascon and Hochberg discussed whether to encourage non-permitted murals to seek official 
approval by the city in order to be in compliance with the city’s mural mandates, or whether to 
report “illegal” murals/signage. Gascon did not want to be seen as a “tattle tale” and emphasized 
that she would only approve reporting “problem murals” if they become vandalized and 
considered to be blight, or if the community deems them problematic and in need of 
removal/replacement.  

● Hochberg agreed on Gascon’s suggestion that the NC can serve as a facilitator on discussions 
between Palms stakeholders and private property owners regarding public murals.  

 
             VI.​     DISCUSSION: UPDATES TO PALMS FOOD MAP SURVEY PROJECT ​(10 

min) 
 

● No update, however new rules on social media may impact the way that information is posted, as 
per the Department of Neighborhood Empowerment (DONE) and Board of Neighborhood 
Councils (BONC). Hochberg strongly suggested that stakeholders should have the opportunity to 
weigh in on those new rules to see how it will affect new information posted/disseminated by the 
NC in the future.  

 
           VII.​     PALMS GATEWAY LIGHTING PROJECT​ (10 min) 
 

● Hochberg shared that the DCA saw preliminary text for the proposal and felt that it did not express 
the artistic nature of the project sufficiently. Mock-ups of what the project may look like are 
forthcoming, and he hopes it would allow the DCA to properly visualize the project. $75,000 
funds have been allocated for the project, which will include LED colored lights that will project 
at the 10 Underpass at National and Exposition and can be controlled to have different colored 
displays.  

● The approval process is ongoing.  
  

         VIII.​     MANAGEMENT COMPANY WELCOME PROJECT​ (2 min) 
No update. 

 
            IX.​     WOODBINE PARK KIOSK REPAIR AND UPGRADE PROJECT​ (5 min) 
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● No update. 
 
              X.​     COMMUNITY SCHOOL PARKS​ (2 min) 

● No update. 
 
            XI.​     BUSINESS FLYER​ (2 min) 

● No update. 
 
          XII.​     CLOSING GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENT​(5 minutes, time permitting) 
 

Kalani Whittington shared that she is happy that the utility box program is making progress on 
blight and graffiti, unlike Mar Vista, which has discontinued their utility box program due to 
the amount of vandalism.​  

 

        XIII.​     Adjournment: ​8:08 pm 
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Meeting called to order at 6:02pm


Roll Call-Quorom 


Introductions-Intro ice breaker question-Who is someone you admire who is doing racial and 
social justice work.


Randell chose MLK Jr

Eryn Block chose AOC

Danya White chose John Lewis

Josh Nadel,  chose his Hamilton High School teacher

Ann Zeng chose a friend from college, wears her Asian identity proudly

M, Michelle, inspired by John M Perkins

Kristen Chiarello, inspired by Paul von Blume UCLA Professor, he helps shape strong thinkers 
for the future

Matt Wait, Pastor at, inspired by Tanehisi Coates

Joshua Noble, inspired by Pedro, Puerto Rican 

Meredith, inspired by one of her teaching assistants


General Public Comments: 

No general public comments


Committee Business: 


Reviewed norms for framing committee discussion: 

Rescheduling committee meetings for November and December: 

Both the November and December meetings fall on holidays


Tentatively scheduled for November 21 at 11am. No meeting scheduled for December


How can we encourage people to vote at the tail end of the this election cycle.


-For sports fans Staples Center is open so if you’re inclined to go to those places and get 
those “ I voted” stickers


How are we as individuals encouraging people to vote? Josh Nadel supports others who are 
doing election work.  Randell checked in with his family to make sure they have a plan


Randell Questons: Are we allowed to discuss the propositions that relate to this committee? 
Eryn agrees yes, as long as we are not suggesting people take a specific stand.


Joshua Nobel suggested 


Ballot Builder, Vote411, Crooked Media as websites to use especially for first time voters.


Discussing, Proposition 16, Affirmative Action


Josh Nadel, standardized tests have a cultural bias, It would be better to have a more fair 
society, but until that happens we need to look out for the underdogs, the people who are 
disadvantaged in society.




Randell, CA as a state was the first to ban Affirmative Action 


Joshua Noble, Exec order 13950 work places will be forbidden from discussing race.


Racial quotas have been made illegal by the supreme court. Companies can set goals for 
diversity but not quotas.  


Josh Noble, CA has some of the best universities in the country and Affirmative Action will 
have a huge impact.


Prop 17, Restoring the right to vote


Prop 20, Prison reform and DNA collection


Prop 25, Getting Rid of Cash Bail


Eryn discusses Prop 25, This one can be tricky. She has a lot of questions regarding this one.  
The system they are suggesting to put in it’s place uses a risk algorithm and it possibly 
reinforces the inequity on people of color


Josh Noble discusses Prop 25,


Discusses the wide variety of groups that are in favor of the proposition.


Prop 17, is a big deal for fairness.  If you have served your time your voting rights should be 
restored


Randell, Prop 17 is an amendment to an amendment.  It gives more people the right to vote


Meredith, provides clarification, Prop 17 gives paroles the right to vote 


Kristen, provides more clarification for Prop 17, her research indicates that people who are in 
jail for misdemeanors the right to vote as well as people on parole.


Randell, There are a lot of nuances to the propositions, so discussion is important 


Discussion: Sending a letter standing in support of Rachel Rose Lackey who was verbally 
attacked


Discussion: Submitting a CIS in opposition of the homelessness sweeps that have been 
restarted in 


All committee members are in agreement that we pass this motion unanimously.   

Council File 20-1376 The city council was supposed to vote for this but several social justice 
groups voiced their concerns regarding this ruling.  It would basically make homelessness a 
ticketed offense. The vote was put off until November.  The city has done little to combat 
homelessness and is making it a ticket-able offense.


Josh Nadel, voices his support. Judge Carter speaks to the city council frequently regarding 
homelessness issues but the council still does what it wants,




Joshua Noble,  pointing out that we do not have a hold on the COVID crisis, we don’t have 
contact tracing and dispersing people without it could make the problems worse.


Randell submits the motion. It is seconded by Josh Nadel


The motion passes unanimously.  

Back to the discussion of sending a letter in support of Rachel Rose Luckey a member of 
the LGBTQ+ Community. The Department of Neighborhood Empowerment did not reprimand 
the person who verbally abused her. 


Eryn is supportive of the letter holding D.O.N.E. accountable and hopes it calls for an 
investigation to take place.


Josh Noble,  is in support of the letter and would like an additional letter sent to 


Eryn, clarifies neighborhood councils and their relationship to BONC Board of Neighborhood 
Commissioners vs Alliances are usually some kind of region or context specific entities, who 
usually speak for large groups.They are not official and do not get government money.


Randell request motion be moved to a vote


Josh moves 

Eryn seconds


Vote passes unanimously. 

Possible agenda item for the next meeting Keeping an eye on the neighborhood council 
system regarding racial and social justice issues. 


Discussion Item G: Brainstorming virtual event ideas, committee member projects, and 
committee member roles


Secretarial/Note taker roles


Joshua Noble, tangent, reached out to a an LGBTQ+ person regarding the Rachel Rose issue. 
He pivots to suggest a liaison role for other LGBTQ+ organizations


Josh Nadel, creating a platform for doing projects and inviting people to speak or do town halls 
with regard to various issues


Joshua Noble, we have an opportunity to make public statements regarding what our 
community values, 


Josh Nadel, can we have lawn signs from the PalmsNC showing support of 


LA vs Hate, a pubic campaign that shows support for the various communities. It is not 
affiliated with 


Joshua Noble, suggesting the name Social Justice Organization Liaison. He will fill the 
position.




Josh Nadel supports the new name and position.


Eryn, it is an important position and it helps honor the work that other groups are already 
doing. 


Joshua Noble “Anti-democratic values always thrive in isolation. Creating a platform for a 
liaison is an important role”


Tina Chinakarn will be the new note-taker for our committee. Note takers will keep track of 
the motions and how they passed, yays, nays, abstainers.  General discussions


Randell: what projects would we like to pursue as a committee


Josh Nadel, would like a town hall established for 2021. 


Agenda Item H: Palantir and the LAPD.  Josh leads the discussion. Palantir data mines LAPD 
information.  Josh wants to put together a report regarding all this information because it is 
mind-blowing regarding the amount of info about us that is tracked. He would like to create a 
CIS. 


Discussion: Announcements and Resources:


Meeting adjourned at 7:51pm 




 
 
VIA EMAIL 
 
September 1, 2020 
 
To: Alliance of River Communities Steering Committee 

Raquel Beltran, General Manager Dept. of Neighborhood Empowerment 
 
Re: Transphobia & Code of Conduct Violations at the Alliance of River Communities 
 
 
At the August 20, 2020 General Membership meeting of the LGBTQ+ Alliance of 
Neighborhood Councils, the following letter was unanimously approved: 
 
 
The LGBTQ+ Alliance of Los Angeles Neighborhood Councils stands with Rachael 
Rose Luckey in her dispute with a member of the Steering Committee for the Alliance of 
River Communities (ARC). At a recent meeting of the ARC Steering Committee, 
Rachael was repeatedly verbally attacked and demeaned by the use of transphobic 
slurs because of her gender identity by a member of the committee. To date, ARC, the 
neighborhood council the person sits on, and the Department of Neighborhood 
Empowerment have not taken any steps to remedy this disgusting attack on a member 
of the LGBTQ+ community. Inaction by leaders of these groups represents another 
insult to the dignity of the LGBTQ+ community.  
 
We call on all members of the Neighborhood Council system to demand that the 
individual involved, because of his egregious violations of the Neighborhood Council 
Board Member Code of Conduct Policy, be censured and removed from all positions of 
community trust. Transgender Angelenos deserve to lead stigma-free, productive, and 
meaningful lives.  Bigotry does not belong in the City of Angels. 
 
 
 
Cc: Mike Fong, Dept. of Neighborhood Empowerment 

LGBTQ+ Alliance of Los Angeles Neighborhood Councils 
lalgbtqalliance@gmail.com​ +1 (323) 379-3660  

mailto:lalgbtqalliance@gmail.com


Community Impact Statement in opposition of City Council File 20-0147  

Resumption of Cleanups in Special Exclusion Zones during COVID-19  

 

November 3rd, 2020  

 

Dear Honorable Councilmembers,  

 

The Palms Neighborhood Council opposes the amendment to Council File 20-0147 of July 29, 

2020, which authorizes the Bureau of Sanitation (LASAN) to resume comprehensive 

CARE/CARE+ cleanups within the special exemption zones (SEZ) established around A Bridge 

Home shelters. 

 

On March 17, 2020, at the onset of the coronavirus crisis and in alignment with 

recommendations from the CDC, the City Council voted to instruct CARE and CARE+ crews to 

suspend enforcement of the law requiring tents to come down during daytime hours (with 

exceptions for those that impeded ADA access). Care was taken to minimize the COVID 

exposure risk to the unhoused that could correspond with forcible removal of ad-hoc shelter 

spaces, especially given the dearth of public indoor options for respite.  

 

On July 31, 2020 the council voted to remove this restriction and resume enforcement of the no-

daytime-tents rule within the Special Exemption Zones. Said cleanups now occur weekly in 

many parts of the city. A spokesperson from councilmember Krekorian’s office described these 

cleanups as “good news” because unhoused persons “will leave the area because they will not 

like the enforcement” but the street sweeps can also result in the loss of extant documentation 

and personal property, increased (and potentially traumatic) encounters with law enforcement, 

and the disruption of outreach efforts that come with displacement.  

 

This council opposes the resumption of the enforcement on the grounds that the pandemic 

remains an ongoing threat to the unhoused community entering the winter months, as it was at 

the time of its passage. July, 2020 marked the worst of the state’s surge in cases (3,000 people 

died of COVID-19 in Los Angeles that month alone). The following weeks saw the worst heat 

wave in a decade, and the manifestation of extremely unhealthy air due to ongoing forest fires. 

Any one of these conditions should provide ample reason to suspend the forced removal of 

tents if they do not pose any additional pedestrian or emergency hazard. Temporary shelter 

spaces opened over the summer have now closed, and health experts predict another rise of 

cases this fall. A Bridge Home shelters are to be lauded for prioritizing the persons experiencing 

homelessness in their immediate area for placement, but existing rooms are full, and are not an 

option for those remaining unhoused. 

 

There are aspects of the CARE/CARE+ deployments that should continue. We applaud the 

efforts of LASAN’s Livability Services Division (LSD) to mobilize a Mobile Hygiene program that 

provides shower services to people living on the street, and the siting of hundreds of mobile 

hand-washing stations, portable toilets, and new trash receptacles proximate the tents and 

encampments of persons experiencing homelessness. We appreciate the efforts of the outreach 



workers who conduct intakes at encampment locations, and the successful efforts to house 

local persons experiencing homelessness. We wish for these services to be expanded and 

maintained for the duration of the pandemic conditions and beyond.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

Eryn Piper Block 

President, Palms Neighborhood Council 



LETTER TO LA CITY COUNCIL RE: 41.18 
 

Dear Los Angeles City Councilmembers Martinez, Blumenfield, Bonin, Buscaino, Cedillo, De Leon, Harris-Dawson, Koretz, 

Krekorian, Lee, O’Farrell, Price, Rodriguez, Ryu, and Wesson, 

 

We, the Palms Neighborhood Coucnil, are requesting that you oppose any legislation that allows the city to 

ban sitting, sleeping, and lying: within 500 feet of freeways, ramps, and tunnels; within 500 feet of any facility opened 

after January 2018 that provides housing, shelter, services, safe parking, or storage to unhoused people; or that criminalizes 

storage of property in the areas listed above. We also request that you oppose legislation criminalizing the refusal of offers of 

shelter by city employees. 

 

The proposed changes would make it illegal to be unhoused in a significant portion of Los Angeles City, as demonstrated by 

this interactive map of comprehensive enforcement restrictions. According to Los Angeles Homeless Services Authority 

(LAHSA) data, this could impact thousands of unsheltered individuals living in Los Angeles. It would also make it illegal to 

refuse an offer of shelter by the city in public spaces citywide. Under these rules, homeless people can be sentenced to six 

months in prison for simply having property in public spaces. 

 

Public officials have stated over and over again that there are not enough available beds to support Los Angeles’ unhoused 

populations. LAHSA’s most recent Housing Inventory Count estimated that there were 15,000 shelter or bridge beds 

available across the Continuum of Care. Even if all of these beds were open, they would only provide space for a fraction of the 

people living unsheltered in the city. Further, even if there were sufficient beds, public officials, most notably LAHSA, 

consistently state that inflow into homelessness is far greater and faster than what our homelessness service system can 

support. Proposals like these promote the myth that people are homeless by choice, not the result of a failure to expand the 

city’s homeless housing stock (both shelters and permanent). Given this scarcity, prioritizing enforcement will do little more 

than move people from place to place, disrupting their lives along the way. 

 

The focus of this legislation is to criminalize homelessness, a strategy that wastes millions of city dollars while accomplishing 

very little. Legal scholars have argued that these ordinances constitute cruel and unusual punishment and violate basic 

human rights. Jones v. City of Los Angeles ruled that enforcing the bans on sitting and sleeping in public violate the Eighth 

Amendment’s cruel and unusual punishment clause. Despite these rulings, Los Angeles has continued to lead with 

criminalization in its response to the homelessness crisis. This is actively counterproductive toward reducing homelessness.  

● Citations, arrests, and fees are impediments to obtaining employment, housing, and other needed resources. 

● Displacing people can disrupt relationships with homeless outreach and caseworkers, who are necessary to enter into 

stable housing and services.  

● Encampment sweeps by police and sanitation workers result in the loss of important possessions: documents, items 

of personal value, even medication.  

● When documents are confiscated, people applying for housing and other services are set back—ID cards and certain 

forms are often needed to obtain assistance. 

● When medications are confiscated or thrown out by police, the consequences can be fatal.  

 

As of September 21, coroner data shows that 964 unhoused Angelenos have died this year. 

● Unhoused deaths represent 11% of all deaths in LA, despite representing 1% of the overall population.  

● Unhoused deaths were almost twice as likely to be male and 1.6 times more likely to be black.  

● Unhoused people were over two times more likely to have died from accidental and preventable causes compared to 

housed populations.  

The Centers for Disease Control states “clearing encampments can cause people to disperse throughout the community and 

break connections with service providers. This increases the potential for infectious disease spread.” Increased enforcement 

creates another threat to unhoused Angelenos at a time when the city is already expected to surpass the number of unhoused 

deaths of the previous year and set a record for the City with the highest homeless mortality rate.  

 

City Council is approaching enforcement with urgency, even as housing projects face delays and higher-than-expected costs. 

We cannot prioritize building systems to force people into shelter when there is nowhere for them to go. For the above 

reasons, we urge you to oppose the passage of Council file: 20-1376.  
  

https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=1R-1VTO2NLC89jmU2lzOZPybSuyaj2tIp
https://www.lahsa.org/documents?id=3674-2019-housing-inventory-count
https://www.lahsa.org/news?article=726-2020-greater-los-angeles-homeless-count-results
https://www.lahsa.org/news?article=726-2020-greater-los-angeles-homeless-count-results
https://nlchp.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/No_Safe_Place.pdf
https://nlchp.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/No_Safe_Place.pdf
https://constcourt.ge/files/2/Journal2019.1/Jeremy-Waldron-2019.1eng.pdf
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.2747/0272-3638.30.6.577
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.2747/0272-3638.30.6.577
https://heinonline.org/HOL/LandingPage?handle=hein.journals/hcrcl42&div=12&id=&page=
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1UXtpbYhUXy8qNQyLjkgSwKozxdfytlgv5KJY9UHtcOI/edit#gid=1605891174
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2019/oct/30/homeless-deaths-los-angeles-county
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2019/oct/30/homeless-deaths-los-angeles-county
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2020-07-01/coronavirus-homeless-housing
https://apnews.com/article/los-angeles-virus-outbreak-homelessness-faa231cbfa0176b17c5373928475061b#:~:text=LOS%20ANGELES%20(AP)%20%E2%80%94%20A,according%20to%20a%20city%20audit.
https://cityclerk.lacity.org/lacityclerkconnect/index.cfm?fa=ccfi.viewrecord&cfnumber=20-1376


LETTER TO LA CITY COUNCIL RE: 41.18 

ENDORSING ORGANIZATIONS 

 

 

    

 



LETTER TO LA CITY COUNCIL RE: 41.18 

 



LETTER TO LA CITY COUNCIL RE: 41.18 

 
 

 



 

CITY OF LOS ANGELES 

 
 

Palms Neighborhood Council 
Outreach Committee 

 

Randell Erving, Chair 
Josh Nadel, Vice-Chair 
Eliot Hochberg, Member 

Brendan Patterson, Member 
Danya White, Member 

Kristen Chiarello, Member 
 
 

CALIFORNIA 

 
10008 National Blvd. #210  

Los Angeles, CA 90034 
 

www.palmsnc.la 
facebook.com/PalmsLA 

@palmsnc 
 

 

 
 

PALMS NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL 

 

Joint Board and Outreach Committee Report  

Tuesday, October 20, 2020 – 7:00 p.m. 

Virtual Zoom Meeting, Los Angeles, CA 90034 
 

The Neighborhood Council system enables meaningful civic participation for all Angelenos and serves as a voice 

for improving government responsiveness to local communities and their needs. We are an advisory body to the 

City of Los Angeles, comprised of stakeholder volunteers who are devoted to the mission of improving our 

communities. 

 

Committee Meeting Date: October 20, 2020 

Committee Members: Chair: Randell Erving, Vice-Chair: Josh Nadel, Members: Eliot 

Hochberg, Brendan Patterson, Danya White, Kristen Chiarello 

Committee Members Present: Randell Erving, Josh Nadel, Members: Eliot Hochberg, 

Danya White, Kristen Chiarello, Brendan Patterson 

Committee Members Absent: None 

Call to Order: 7:07 p.m.  Adjournment: 9:27 p.m. 

Proposed Motions for General Assembly Adoption 

Motion:   

Have a Hat Party on October 18, 2020 at 3pm (Randell/Josh) – approved 5-0 & 1 abstain 

 

 

Summary of Agenda Item Discussion and Committee Updates 

Summary of Discussion for Agenda Item II – General Public Comment: 

None 

 

Summary of Discussion for Agenda Item III (A) – Committee Business – Committee 

member project updates 

http://www.palmsla.org/
http://www.facebook.com/PalmsLA
http://www.twitter.com/palmsnc


2 

 

• Danya is working on an intro email for people that sign up for the newsletter. She 

is also posting videos to YouTube to sharw in the newsletter. Kristen is helping 

with this 

• Eliot worked with Kay on recording videos on how to do mail in voting. Kay is 

making a follow up on next steps. No new food map registrations 

• Kristen spoke about local Palms youth being chosen for Mayor’s Youth Climate 

Action Council 

• Brendan is working on videos 

 

Summary of Discussion for Agenda Item III (B) – Committee Business – Hat Party 

Feedback  

• Kay said it took 20 minutes to get rid of zoom bombers and shared some thoughts 

on how to better protect such events. She also remarked that only 6 people attended 

 

Summary of Discussion for Agenda Item III (C) – Committee Business – Discussion 

and possible action: hosting a virtual game night in November: 

• Brendan will research games 

 

Summary of Discussion for Agenda Item III (D) – Committee Business – Discussion 

and possible action: should we pursue translation services for some 

items/documents: 

• Randell has been researching the % of population that speaks Spanish from the 

Mayor’s data website. Has 2 quotes on pricing. Other NCs are starting to translate 

agendas. Spoke about the focus for the NC being equality and access. 

• Kalani does not feel like the Spanish population is going up with the higher rents. 

She feels like this may be coddling people. 

• Kay said the Mayor has focused on equity and may ask what NCs are doing for 

equity. Mar Vista took a survey, including asking about translation services. 

• Natasia feels there is a need for translation services 

• Eliot spoke about getting possible assistance from stakeholders 

 

Summary of Discussion for Agenda Item III (E) – Committee Business – Discussion: 

Use and management of our HootSuite account: 

• Randell will train Josh on managing the account and Kristen may assist as well 
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Summary of Discussion for Agenda Item III (F) – Committee Business – Discussion: 

Videos for our Social Media: 

• Kalani wants more people looking at our Social Media. Fun Ideas 

• Natasia offered to assist with video creation 

• Eliot said videos can be lightly produced but is not sure about just doing things to 

get attention 

• Kristen said make videos about what you see and do in the neighborhood 

• Randell said to keep videos simple and fun. Said we have been doing good work to 

lift the number of subscribers across platforms 

• Josh asked how many videos we should try to make apiece per week (at least one 

but as many as people can) 

• Brendan is working on some video projects 

• Danya mentioned Sydney Kamlager’s rapping videos on her website 

 

 

Summary of Discussion for Agenda Item III (G) – Committee Business – Discussion: 

Food Business Spotlight: 

• Kalani raised concerns about how we are doing outreach 

• Josh said it is important for Board Members to make relationships with local 

businesses. He will bring Palms NC branded Tap cards for employees. His goal is 

to speak to a dozen restaurants per week. 

 

Summary of Discussion for Agenda Item III (H) – Committee Business – Discussion 

and possible action: Website Re-design 

• Eliot gave an overview of what happened at the special outreach meeting for re-

designing the website. That they took a 10 thousand foot view focusing on budget 

and main important elements. He thinks there should be at least one more special 

meeting on the matter 

• Kalani says it needs a calendar option and updated pictures 

• Josh said we need to think about Board terms ending 

• Kay said use Hack for LA and other volunteer website coders, Girls Who Code as 

well 

 

Summary of Discussion for Agenda Item III (I) – Committee Business – Discussion 

and possible action: purchasing a SurveyMonkey subscription for NC use 

• Josh explained how it could benefit the NC 



4 

 

• Kay said she thinks online surveys are useless and only hit a tony spectrum of 

people 

• Danya wonders where the audience for the survey would come from. Also wanted 

to know if it could be purchased monthly 

• Randell thinks its important to get data 

• Eliot and Kristen both think it would be wise to compare Google Forms with 

SurveyMonkey 

• Kalani supports using surveys 

 

Summary of Discussion for Agenda Item III (J) – Committee Business – Discussion 

and possible action: purchasing a Bit.Ly account for NC use: 

• Josh described the benefits of using branded links 

• Randell thinks we should explore the link shortening that HootSuite offers first 

 

Committee Updates: see above 

 

New Business – Agenda for next meeting: 

Discuss the DONE’s new Digital Policy to send a statement to the Board for a vote 

 

Adjournment: 8:57 pm 

 

Confirmation of Next Meeting Date: November 17, 2020 Time 7:00 p.m. Location 

Zoom 

 

 
Time allocations for agenda items are approximate and may be shortened or lengthened at the discretion of the President. Public comment will be taken 
for each motion as well as for any item in the consent agenda prior to Board action. The public is requested to fill out a “Speaker Card” to address the 
Assembly on any item of the agenda prior to the Assembly taking action on an item. Comments from the public on Agenda items will be heard only when 
the respective item is being considered. Comments from the public on other matters not appearing on the Agenda that is within the Assembly’s subject 
matter jurisdiction will be heard during the Public Comment period. Public comment is limited to 1 to 2 minutes per speaker, at the discretion or unless 
waived by the Assembly. In the interest of addressing all items on the agenda, time limits for individual comments and discussion may be set at the 
discretion of the President.  All items on the consent agenda will be determined by a single Committee vote and without Committee discussion. Committee 
members may request that any item be removed from the consent agenda and considered individually at any time prior to that vote. 
 

Per Board of Neighborhood Commissioners Policy #2014-01, agendas are posted for public review at: 1) Woodbine Park Kiosk, 3409 S. Vinton Ave.; 2) 

Palms Neighborhood Council website, www.palmsnc.la .  
 

In compliance with Government Code section 54957.5, non-exempt writings that are distributed to a majority or all of the board in advance of a meeting may 
be viewed at Woodbine Park Kiosk, 3409 S. Vinton Ave, at our website: www.palmsla.org or at the scheduled meeting. In addition, if you would like a copy 

of any record related to an item on the agenda, please contact the Secretary at secretary@palmsnc.la 
 

Palms NC Board and Committee members abide by a code of civility (http://empowerla.org/code-of-conduct/). Any person who interferes with the conduct 
of a Neighborhood Council meeting by willfully interrupting and/or disrupting the meeting is subject to removal. A peace officer may be requested to assist 

http://www.palmsnc.la/
http://www.palmsnc.la/
mailto:secretary@palmsla.org
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with the removal should any person fail to comply with an order of removal by the Neighborhood Council. Any person who resists removal by a peace officer 
is subject to arrest and prosecution pursuant to California Penal Code Section 403. 

 
As a covered entity under Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Los Angeles does not discriminate on the basis of disability and upon 

request, will provide reasonable accommodation to ensure equal access to its programs, services, and activities. Sign language interpreters, assistive 
listening devices, or other auxiliary aids and/or services may be provided upon request. To ensure availability of services, please make your request at least 

3 business days (72 hours) prior to the meeting you wish to attend by contacting the Secretary at secretary@palmsnc.la 
 

SI REQUIERE SERVICIOS DE TRADUCCION, FAVOR DE NOTIFICAR A LA OFICINA 3 DIAS DE TRABAJO (72 HORAS) ANTES DEL 
 

EVENTO. SI NECESITA ASISTENCIA CON ESTA NOTIFICACION, POR FAVOR LLAME A NUESTRA OFICINA AL secretary@palmsnc.la 

 

mailto:secretary@palmsla.org
mailto:secretary@palmsla.org
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PALMS NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL 

 
Green Committee Report – Joint Board and Green Committee Meeting  

Thursday, October 15, 2020 – 7:00 p.m. 
Zoom Meeting Online 

 
The Neighborhood Council system enables meaningful civic participation for all Angelenos and serves as a voice 
for improving government responsiveness to local communities and their needs. We are an advisory body to the 
City of Los Angeles, comprised of stakeholder volunteers who are devoted to the mission of improving our 
communities. 
 
Committee Meeting Date: October 15, 2020 

Committee Members: Co-Chairs: Jessalyn Waldron, Helen Tocco, Members: Kristen 
Chiarello 

Committee Members Present: Co-Chairs: Jessalyn Waldron, Helen Tocco, Members: 
Kristen Chiarello 

Committee Members Absent: None 

Call to Order: 7:06 PM  Adjournment: 8:39 PM 

Proposed Motions for General Assembly Adoption 

• None this month 

Summary of Agenda Item Discussion and Committee Updates 

Summary of Discussion for Agenda Item V. Committee Updates a. NC Green Biz: 
Jessalyn and Julia have been working for a year. Recently Professor Loraine Lundquist is working 
with students to go to businesses and talk about NC’s and Green Biz program and work on training 
program to create NC ambassadors to help the city’s green business program. 
 
Summary of Discussion for Agenda Item V. Committee Business b. Neighborhood 
Council Sustainability Alliance (NCSA): Jessalyn has been working with the Mayor’s 
Advisory Toolkit for Green New Deal which tells NC’s how to get started, also working with Kevin 
Taylor the area rep for the Mayor’s office on an outreach plan and pilot project.  Our committee will 
review the toolkit to see if we can work on one project.  
https://plan.lamayor.org/neighborhood-council/neighborhood_council.html 
 

http://www.palmsla.org/
http://www.facebook.com/PalmsLA
http://www.twitter.com/palmsnc
https://plan.lamayor.org/neighborhood-council/neighborhood_council.html


2 
 

 
 
Summary of Discussion for Agenda Item V. Committee Business c. Tree Planting 
Initiatives:  Helen attended the City Plants webinar, they are doing curbside drive up adoption for 
yard trees at 2 locations not near here, she reached out to ask about having one on the West Side. 
Helen will connect with the rep to discuss. Palms is a lot of renters, so it is a little harder to get 
people to adopt. The idea is to plan a Westside adoption. Possibly work with other local NC’s to do 
this.  
For parkway trees people have to fill out a form on City Plants or LA Sanitation website. Helen will 
mention to rep that we have a lot of tree wells in Palms and ask what is the best way to have those 
filled?  
Jessalyn will ask NCSA if they could provide contacts for other NC’s.  
Venice Ad-hoc Committee is talking about trying to add trees on Venice and if a business adopts the 
tree maybe make a plaque to call them out. We help as needed.  
 
Summary of Discussion for Agenda Item V. Committee Business d. Dog Waste Bag 
Dispensers: Kay made a video to show how to put the dog waste stations together. After putting 
one together we will have an idea how long it will take to put together then we can make a plan/goal 
on when this can be completed total of 25, 5 per area. Helen and Jessalyn will try this weekend.  
Need to get stickers printed.  Helen created an email for the dispenser refills: giveapoop@palmsnc.la   
 
Summary of Discussion for Agenda Item V. Committee Business e. Water Trust 
Education: Kristen will review the information that Peter had sent previously and work on survey.   
 
Summary of Discussion for Agenda Item VI. New Projects a. Citizen Science 
Programs:  Completed Worldwide cleanup day. Brainstorming idea – NASA game, Kids project 
possibly with a local troupe. Jessalyn will reach out to Girl Scouts.    
 
Committee Updates: Call for Green Committee Members: If anyone has interest in 
officially being on the committee, send an email to the committee with a few sentences of why you 
would be interested in joining.  
 
Confirmation of Next Meeting Date: Next meeting will be 11/19/20 Time: 7:00 PM 
Location: Zoom Meeting 
 
Time allocations for agenda items are approximate and may be shortened or lengthened at the discretion of the President. Public comment will be taken 
for each motion as well as for any item in the consent agenda prior to Board action. The public is requested to fill out a “Speaker Card” to address the 
Assembly on any item of the agenda prior to the Assembly taking action on an item. Comments from the public on Agenda items will be heard only when 
the respective item is being considered. Comments from the public on other matters not appearing on the Agenda that is within the Assembly’s subject 
matter jurisdiction will be heard during the Public Comment period. Public comment is limited to 1 to 2 minutes per speaker, at the discretion or unless 
waived by the Assembly. In the interest of addressing all items on the agenda, time limits for individual comments and discussion may be set at the 
discretion of the President.  All items on the consent agenda will be determined by a single Committee vote and without Committee discussion. Committee 
members may request that any item be removed from the consent agenda and considered individually at any time prior to that vote. 
 
Per Board of Neighborhood Commissioners Policy #2014-01, agendas are posted for public review at: 1) Woodbine Park Kiosk, 3409 S. Vinton Ave.; 2) 
Palms Neighborhood Council website, www.palmsnc.la .  
 
In compliance with Government Code section 54957.5, non-exempt writings that are distributed to a majority or all of the board in advance of a meeting may 
be viewed at Woodbine Park Kiosk, 3409 S. Vinton Ave, at our website: www.palmsla.org or at the scheduled meeting. In addition, if you would like a copy 
of any record related to an item on the agenda, please contact the Secretary at secretary@palmsnc.la 
 

mailto:giveapoop@palmsnc.la
http://www.palmsnc.la/
http://www.palmsnc.la/
mailto:secretary@palmsla.org
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Palms NC Board and Committee members abide by a code of civility (http://empowerla.org/code-of-conduct/). Any person who interferes with the conduct 
of a Neighborhood Council meeting by willfully interrupting and/or disrupting the meeting is subject to removal. A peace officer may be requested to assist 
with the removal should any person fail to comply with an order of removal by the Neighborhood Council. Any person who resists removal by a peace officer 
is subject to arrest and prosecution pursuant to California Penal Code Section 403. 
 
As a covered entity under Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Los Angeles does not discriminate on the basis of disability and upon 
request, will provide reasonable accommodation to ensure equal access to its programs, services, and activities. Sign language interpreters, assistive 
listening devices, or other auxiliary aids and/or services may be provided upon request. To ensure availability of services, please make your request at least 
3 business days (72 hours) prior to the meeting you wish to attend by contacting the Secretary at secretary@palmsnc.la 
 
SI REQUIERE SERVICIOS DE TRADUCCION, FAVOR DE NOTIFICAR A LA OFICINA 3 DIAS DE TRABAJO (72 HORAS) ANTES DEL 
 
EVENTO. SI NECESITA ASISTENCIA CON ESTA NOTIFICACION, POR FAVOR LLAME A NUESTRA OFICINA AL secretary@palmsnc.la 
 
 

mailto:secretary@palmsla.org
mailto:secretary@palmsla.org
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PALMS NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL 

 

Planning and Land Use Management Committee Report  

Wednesday, October 14, 2020 – 7:00 p.m. 

Zoom Meeting 
 

The Neighborhood Council system enables meaningful civic participation for all Angelenos and serves as a voice 

for improving government responsiveness to local communities and their needs. We are an advisory body to the 
City of Los Angeles, comprised of stakeholder volunteers who are devoted to the mission of improving our 

communities. 
 

Committee Meeting Date: October 14, 2020 

Committee Members: Co-chairs: Neal Anderberg, Kay Hartman; Members: Alex 

Ogle, Jamie Tully 

Committee Members Present: Neal Anderberg, Kay Hartman, Joe Eyen, Jamie Tully 

Committee Members Absent: Alex Ogle 

Call to Order: 7:04 p.m.  Adjournment: 8:51 p.m. 

Proposed Motions for General Assembly Adoption 

MOTION to approve a letter to the City Attorney opposing Council File 20-0980 

 

A. Committee Reasoning: All committee comments are incorporated into the letter. 

 

B. Committee Vote Count: 3-0 

 

MOTION to approve a CIS opposing Council File 20-0980 

 

A. Committee Reasoning:  All Committee comments are incorporated into the letter. 

 

B. Committee Vote Count: 3-0 

 

MOTION to approve a CIS opposing Council File 20-1044 

 

A. Committee Reasoning:  All Committee comments are incorporated into the letter. 

 

B. Committee Vote Count: 3-0 

 

http://www.palmsla.org/
http://www.facebook.com/PalmsLA
http://www.twitter.com/palmsnc
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Summary of Agenda Item Discussion and Committee Updates 

Summary of Discussion for Agenda Item II – INTRODUCTIONS 

• Kay, Neal, Jamie, Natasia 

Summary of Discussion for Agenda Item III – GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENT: 

• Natasia.  Putting together a manual for resources who want to put a mural on 

their property.  It is technically illegal to have a public facing mural. 

 

Summary of Discussion for Agenda Item IV.a. – Committee Member Updates: 

• Jamie.  Want link to early notification report. Neal tried to accomplish it during 

the meeting.  Kay said she will pursue it after. 

• Kay.  Per the email sent on October 5, to vote on PLUM committee motions 

after December 17, committee members must complete the first Planning 101 

course from the Planning Department.  Jamie completed the class. 

• Neal.  Culver City is capping rent increases to 2.25% until the end of the year 

based on the CPI.  Keep your ears open to news from Los Angeles.  Big Tomy’s 

burned down a few years ago.  It is reopening tomorrow. 

 

Summary of Discussion for Agenda Item IV.b. – Aviv Kleinman will provide a PLUM 

update from Councilmember Paul Koretz’s office and talk specifically about Council File 

20-0844. 

• Did not present this month. 

Summary of Discussion for Agenda Item IV.c. – Developer Presentations: 

• None this month. 

Summary of Discussion for Agenda Item IV.d. – ANNOUNCEMENT on Required 

Training 

• ANNOUNCEMENT.  The Board of Neighborhood Commissioners is requiring 

people who vote on PLUM committees to take Planning 101 training.  The training 

must complete by December 17.  New committee members will need to take the 

training before they can vote.  There are multiple classes.  Only the first one is 

required.  People are free to take all of them.  The required class is available in a 

live webinar this month.  The second class is available in a live webinar in 

November.  The third class is not scheduled yet.  The classes are open to all who 

want to take them.  https://planning.lacity.org/planning-101-series 

https://cityclerk.lacity.org/lacityclerkconnect/index.cfm?fa=ccfi.viewrecord&cfnumber=20-0844
https://planning.lacity.org/planning-101-series
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Summary of Discussion for Agenda Item IV.e. – ANNOUNCEMENT on Community 

Plan Feedback 

• ANNOUNCEMENT.  If you have comments about the Palms-Mar Vista-Del Rey 

Community Plan, the deadline is October 15.  https://planning.lacity.org/plans-

policies/community-plan-update/planning-westside 

Summary of Discussion for Agenda Item IV.e. – MOTION to approve a letter 

requesting policy changes in response to DWP towing on Motor Ave.  Assuming we 

approve the letter, it will be shared with the Transportation and Green Committees for 

their edits and additions.  The letter is attached to the agenda. 

• Letter edited in place. 

• Neal moves.  Jamie seconds.  Motion approved 4-0. 

 

Summary of Discussion for Agenda Item IV.f. – Deep dive 

• Kay will present in support of 20-0980 and Neal will present in opposition. 

o Presentations made and discussed.  CIS jointly written. 

o Kay moves the we approved the CIS we wrote together to go into this 

council file and the same text in the CIS be used as a letter to the City 

Attorney.  Jamie seconds.  Passes 3-0. 

 

Summary of Discussion for Agenda Item IV.g. – Select a bill to deep dive in 

November.  Do we want to write a CIS for any of these motions this month or next? 

• Next month we will do 20-1042.  Jamie will be for.  Alex will be opposed. 

• 20-1044 to require “high value” projects to go directly to the City 

Council, bypassing PLUM 

• Kay moves that we approve the CIS we wrote together.  Neal 

seconds.  Passes 3-0. 

 

Confirmation of Next Meeting Date: November 11, 2020 Time 7:00 p.m.  Location 

Zoom 

 

 
Time allocations for agenda items are approximate and may be shortened or lengthened at the discretion of the President. Publ ic comment will be taken 
for each motion as well as for any item in the consent agenda prior to Board action. The public is requested to fill out a “Speaker Card” to address the 
Assembly on any item of the agenda prior to the Assembly taking action on an item. Comments from the public on Agenda items will be heard only when 
the respective item is being considered. Comments from the public on other matters not appearing on the Agenda that is within  the Assembly’s subject 
matter jurisdiction will be heard during the Public Comment period. Public comment is limited to 1 to 2 minutes per speaker, at the discretion or unless 
waived by the Assembly. In the interest of addressing all items on the agenda, time limits for individual comments and discussion may be set at the 
discretion of the President.  All items on the consent agenda will be determined by a single Committee vote and without Committee discussion. Committee 
members may request that any item be removed from the consent agenda and considered individually at any time prior to that vote. 
 

Per Board of Neighborhood Commissioners Policy #2014-01, agendas are posted for public review at: 1) Woodbine Park Kiosk, 3409 S. Vinton Ave.; 2) 
Palms Neighborhood Council website, www.palmsnc.la .  
 

https://planning.lacity.org/plans-policies/community-plan-update/planning-westside
https://planning.lacity.org/plans-policies/community-plan-update/planning-westside
https://cityclerk.lacity.org/lacityclerkconnect/index.cfm?fa=ccfi.viewrecord&cfnumber=20-0980
https://cityclerk.lacity.org/lacityclerkconnect/index.cfm?fa=ccfi.viewrecord&cfnumber=20-1044
http://www.palmsnc.la/
http://www.palmsnc.la/
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In compliance with Government Code section 54957.5, non-exempt writings that are distributed to a majority or all of the board in advance of a meeting may 
be viewed at Woodbine Park Kiosk, 3409 S. Vinton Ave, at our website: www.palmsla.org or at the scheduled meeting. In addition, if you would like a copy 
of any record related to an item on the agenda, please contact the Secretary at secretary@palmsnc.la 
 
Palms NC Board and Committee members abide by a code of civility (http://empowerla.org/code-of-conduct/). Any person who interferes with the conduct 
of a Neighborhood Council meeting by willfully interrupting and/or disrupting the meeting is subject to removal. A peace officer may be requested to assist 
with the removal should any person fail to comply with an order of removal by the Neighborhood Council. Any person who resists removal by a peace officer 
is subject to arrest and prosecution pursuant to California Penal Code Section 403. 
 
As a covered entity under Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Los Angeles does not discriminate on the basis of disability and upon 
request, will provide reasonable accommodation to ensure equal access to its programs, services, and activities. Sign language interpreters, assistive 
listening devices, or other auxiliary aids and/or services may be provided upon request. To ensure availability of services, please make your request at least 
3 business days (72 hours) prior to the meeting you wish to attend by contacting the Secretary at secretary@palmsnc.la 
 

SI REQUIERE SERVICIOS DE TRADUCCION, FAVOR DE NOTIFICAR A LA OFICINA 3 DIAS DE TRABAJO (72 HORAS) ANTES DEL 
 

EVENTO. SI NECESITA ASISTENCIA CON ESTA NOTIFICACION, POR FAVOR LLAME A NUESTRA OFICINA AL secretary@palmsnc.la 

mailto:secretary@palmsla.org
mailto:secretary@palmsla.org
mailto:secretary@palmsla.org


To: City Attorney Mike Fueur 

From: Palms Neighborhood Council 

Re: Council File 20-0980 

Date: November XX, 2020 

The Palms Neighborhood Council is concerned about corruption in the City Council with respect to 

planning and land use.  This motion, which was initiated by the City Attorney, is to “establish procedures 

by which the City Council can revoke project approvals, entitlements, or permits or terminate pending 

project or permit applications, for reason of corruption or fraud.”   

It is important that other than addressing the specific project, the procedures need to provide a 

mechanism from banning corrupt developers from doing future business in the City of Los Angeles. 

The taint of corruption is not sufficient to bring an action.  Anyone who suspects corruption should bring 

that suspicion to law enforcement or the City Attorney. 

We applaud the thinking that procedures are required.  We disagree that the procedures outlined in this 

council file are what is needed.  Our concern is about asking the City Council to police themselves.  This 

never works.  There needs to be an independent body, possibly the City Attorney’s office, to make these 

decisions. 

In the interest of transparency in government, please revise the proposed regulation so there is true 

independent review.  



Council File: 20-1044 

To: City Council and Committees 

Oppose 

The Palms Neighborhood Council is concerned about corruption in the City Council with respect to 

planning and land use.  We don’t think that moving “high value” projects out of the PLUM committee 

and to the City Council as a whole is a solution for the corruption issues that were recently brought to 

light.   

City Councilmembers tend to defer to the Councilmember in whose district the project resides.  Having 

the City Council vote on the project does not close the door to corruption, rather it opens the door to a 

greater number of Councilmembers. 

Also, by bypassing the PLUM committee, stakeholders will have a reduced opportunity for comment and 

the ability to influence the decision.   

In the interest of transparency in government, please revise the proposed motion so there is true 

independent review. 



Council File: 20-0980 

To: City Council and Committees 

Oppose 

The Palms Neighborhood Council is concerned about corruption in the City Council with respect to 

planning and land use.  This motion, which was initiated by the City Attorney, is to “establish procedures 

by which the City Council can revoke project approvals, entitlements, or permits or terminate pending 

project or permit applications, for reason of corruption or fraud.”   

It is important that other than addressing the specific project, the procedures need to provide a 

mechanism from banning corrupt developers from doing future business in the City of Los Angeles. 

The taint of corruption is not sufficient to bring an action.  Anyone who suspects corruption should bring 

that suspicion to law enforcement or the City Attorney. 

We applaud the thinking that procedures are required.  We disagree that the procedures outlined in this 

council file are what is needed.  Our concern is about asking the City Council to police themselves.  This 

never works.  There needs to be an independent body, possibly the City Attorney’s office, to make these 

decisions. 

In the interest of transparency in government, please revise the proposed regulation so there is true 

independent review. 
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PALMS NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL 
Joint Board and Executive Committee Meeting Agenda 

Wednesday, October 28th, 2020 – 7:15 p.m. 

 

Zoom Meeting Online at  https://zoom.us/j/97617252455 

 

or by telephone, Dial +1 669 900 6833 to join the meeting 

Then enter this Webinar ID: 976 1725 2455 and press # 

 

Press *9 to raise hand for public comment 

 

The Neighborhood Council system enables meaningful civic participation for all Angelenos and 

serves as a voice for improving government responsiveness to local communities and their needs. 

We are an advisory body to the City of Los Angeles, comprised of stakeholder volunteers who 

are devoted to the mission of improving our communities. 

 

VIRTUAL MEETING TELECONFERENCING NUMBER FOR PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

In conformity with the Governor’s Executive Order  N-29-20 (MARCH 17, 2020) and due to concerns over 

COVID-19, the Palms Neighborhood Council meeting will be conducted entirely telephonically. 

 

Every person wishing to address the Neighborhood Council must dial +1 669 900 6833, and enter 976 1725 2455 
and then press # to join the meeting. Instructions on how to sign up for public comment will be given to listeners at 

the start of the meeting  
 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL 

a. Call to Order 7:18 PM 

b. Roll Call  All present 

II. GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENT (10 minutes) 

a. Limited to non-agenda items – subjects related to executive committee 

issues 

Kay Hartman – Needs a Zoom account for holding RAC Land Use Committee meetings and 

asks if she can/should use ours. 

Eryn says she doesn’t believe we need to vote, we just need to make sure it doesn’t conflict 

with any of our other meetings.  Kay says it is going to be Sunday once a month.  

http://www.palmsnc.la/
http://www.facebook.com/PalmsNC
http://www.twitter.com/palmsnc
https://zoom.us/j/97617252455
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Kalani Whittington – Says she was recently blessed and is in the running for affordable 

housing.  Says it is outside of Palms. She says she has really loved living here, and if she gets 

this apartment she won’t have these neighborhoods to walk through.  It’s located at Pico and 

Sepulveda at a busy intersection.  She encourages us to appreciate living in the neighborhood 

and it is special.  

 

III. INTRODUCTIONS 

a. Introductions and welcome (5 minutes) 

IV. COMMITTEE BUSINESS 

a. UPDATES:  

• Vice President: Standing Committees 

Looking for continued leadership.  Need a Transportation Committee Chair and a Youth Rep.  

Also looking for support with the Homelessness Committee as well.  We have some 

committee with a stacked number of board members who might be able to change 

committees.  Everything else is functioning well.  

 

• Secretary 

Josh has been added to the website.  

Business cards are in progress, should be done this week.  Thank you to Josh for getting that 

pushed through.  

We are current on all email signups and all random emails coming in.  

 

Josh offers to join the Transportation Committee.  Eryn says that could be helpful as she can’t 

put the Slow Streets signs back up because her hand is broken.  

 

• Treasurer 

We started with $55,000, we are around $42,000 now.  We have elections this year and are 

spending at a slightly faster rate than last year.  He wants to make sure someone is thinking 

about submitting the election information worksheet.  We will need to start putting together a 

budget.   

 

• President 

 

V. NEW BUSINESS 

1. DISCUSSION: Recruiting a new youth representative 

We need a new youth rep.  Jordan had to move out of Palms so is not officially able to be the 

youth rep anymore.  We need a different strategy for recruitment this time. We need to email 

the high schools. Josh says he is happy to talk to the folks at Hamilton, Venice, Winward, 

Notre Dame, and the French School.  He suggests trying to reach out to teachers too.  

Kay suggests reaching out to some Civics teachers about it, and recruiting from student 

government.  

Randell suggests that we should ask Brendan to do this given his position.  Eryn will reach 

out to him.  
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The age bracket is 16-23 currently, but DONE is changing it for the next election. Helen will 

also reach out to the Girl Scout troop.  

 

2. DISCUSSION: Elections 

We need an Elections Committee and the committee members should be people who aren’t 

planning on running for the next election cycle.  So far no one has offered to do it and many 

folks are not sure if they will run again.  Eryn suggests Helen reach out to Alison to see if she 

would be willing to do it.  

Kay suggests that there might be someone currently on the board who isn’t running again.  

She will reach out to that person and see if she can convince them to be on the committee if 

not chair it.  

Kalani suggests to reach out to another NC to see if we can swap support.  Eryn will reach out 

to SORO.  Kalani said Mar Vista has some folks who have reached their term limit and can’t 

run again.  

Eryn says most of the promotion is going to be lawn signs.  We have funding that we have set 

aside.  We need to see if we can still reuse the lawn signs for the new election format.  

Kay says whoever does this will have to come up with a plan for the outreach and a budget 

for the outreach.  She says the outreach we did last time may not be the right outreach this 

time.   

We need to have an idea of who will be on the committee by November 13.  

 

3. DISCUSSION: Planning for the remainder of the 2019-2021 term 

We have very few months left of our term and we should think about what we want to 

accomplish before this term is over.  What do we want to ensure that gets done before our 

term is over? 

Kalani – suggests the Palms sign at the 10 freeway exit gets replaced.  She suggests we try to 

get crosswalks across Venice. Especially at Sepulveda and Midvale. She thinks between 

Overland and Robertson but she said some people needed crosswalks there too.  Lighting our 

mural on Overland.  

Kay – Notes that yesterday at the Venice Improvement Committee that they are working on 

getting the crosswalks.  

Josh – Would like to see us get more people showing up to meetings.   

David – asks if we can have lawn signs up all the time for our monthly meetings? 

Eryn says the election signs could be multi-functional – have people run but also have 

information about meetings.  Eryn has also seen some NCs put them in the big signs near the 

Metro stations and bus stations.  That is more of an Outreach Committee item.  

Kay says the previous board was working on the bus bench advertisement program.  The 

previous board was trying to do something that was time sensitive.  Eryn says if we want 

something more general that could be helpful.  

Kalani – She thinks leaving lawn signs up is a good idea but not before November 3 so people 

don’t get confused. Kalani said the bus benches had been shot down because we don’t want a 

Palms NC sign with an unhoused person sleeping under it. 

Eryn says we will leave that discussion for Outreach.  Getting more people involved is 

important. 
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Helen – Lighting project at the Metro. Trees in the neighborhood.  Planter boxes at the Post 

Office.  

Randell – Says we should continue to get better at communicating what we do.  

Eryn says Outreach is doing a great job.  She also suggests we take a stand on the outreach 

document from DONE as a legacy.  

David – Wants to make sure we efficiently spend our money and roll over the appropriate 

amount for next year.  

Eryn says the monthly updates on the money we have has been really helpful.  

Helen reminds everyone to make sure to put document our positions and information to pass 

on to future people in our positions. Even if we run again, just in case we don’t win to have an 

easy handoff too. Also asks if we are going to have another retreat? 

Eryn says we haven’t really enforced the documents for events from the retreat.  Says a 

virtual retreat would be “really painful.”    

Kay says she thinks it would be really great if we had the annual report through the end of 

May so the new board only has to do June to get it done. Suggests we do it now.  

Kay also says they want to do a report for the Venice Committee.  

Eryn will follow up on what to do for our next meeting since it is scheduled for the day before 

Thanksgiving.  

 

VI. Adjournment (End time is approximately 9:00 p.m. or shortly thereafter) 

 
Time allocations for agenda items are approximate and may be shortened or lengthened at the discretion of the President. Publ ic comment will be taken for each 
motion as well as for any item in the consent agenda prior to Board action. The public is requested to fill out a “Speaker Card” to address the Assembly on any 
item of the agenda prior to the Assembly taking action on an item. Comments from the public on Agenda items will be heard only when the respective item is 
being considered. Comments from the public on other matters not appearing on the Agenda that is within the Assembly’s subject matter jurisdiction will be heard 
during the Public Comment period. Public comment is limited to 1 to 2 minutes per speaker, at the discretion or unless waived by the Assembly. In the interest of 
addressing all items on the agenda, time limits for individual comments and discussion may be set at the discretion of the President.  All items on the consent 
agenda will be determined by a single Committee vote and without Committee discussion. Committee members may request that any item be removed from the 
consent agenda and considered individually at any time prior to that vote. 

 

Per Board of Neighborhood Commissioners Policy #2014-01, agendas are posted for public review at: 1) Woodbine Park Kiosk, 3409 S. Vinton Ave.; 2) Palms 
Neighborhood Council website, www.palmsnc.la   
 
In compliance with Government Code section 54957.5, non-exempt writings that are distributed to a majority or all of the board in advance of a meeting may be 
viewed at Woodbine Park Kiosk, 3409 S. Vinton Ave, at our website: www.palmsla.org or at the scheduled meeting. In addition, if you would like a copy of any 
record related to an item on the agenda, please contact the Secretary at secretary@palmsnc.la   
 
Palms NC Board and Committee members abide by a code of civility (http://empowerla.org/code-of-conduct/). Any person who interferes with the conduct of a 
Neighborhood Council meeting by willfully interrupting and/or disrupting the meeting is subject to removal. A peace officer may be requested to assist with the 
removal should any person fail to comply with an order of removal by the Neighborhood Council. Any person who resists removal  by a peace officer is subject to 
arrest and prosecution pursuant to California Penal Code Section 403. 
 
As a covered entity under Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Los Angeles does not discriminate on the basis of disability and upon request, 
will provide reasonable accommodation to ensure equal access to its programs, services, and activities. Sign language interpreters, assistive listening devices, or 
other auxiliary aids and/or services may be provided upon request. To ensure availability of services, please make your request at least 3 business days (72 hours) 
prior to the meeting you wish to attend by contacting the Secretary at secretary@palmsnc.la 

 
SI REQUIERE SERVICIOS DE TRADUCCION, FAVOR DE NOTIFICAR A LA OFICINA 3 DIAS DE TRABAJO (72 HORAS) ANTES DEL  
EVENTO. SI NECESITA ASISTENCIA CON ESTA NOTIFICACION, POR FAVOR LLAME A NUESTRA OFICINA AL secretary@palmsnc.la 

 

 

 

 

http://www.palmsnc.la/
mailto:secretary@palmsnc.la
mailto:secretary@palmsnc.la
mailto:secretary@palmsnc.la
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PALMS NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL 

 

Venice Blvd Improvement Ad Hoc Committee Report  

Tuesday, October 27, 2020 – 7:00 p.m. 

Zoom Meeting 
 

The Neighborhood Council system enables meaningful civic participation for all Angelenos and serves as a voice 

for improving government responsiveness to local communities and their needs. We are an advisory body to the 
City of Los Angeles, comprised of stakeholder volunteers who are devoted to the mission of improving our 

communities. 

 

Committee Meeting Date: October 27, 2020 

Committee Members: Chair: Kay Hartman; Members: Natasia Gascon, Eliot 

Hochberg, Jessalyn Waldron 

Committee Members Present: Kay Hartman, Natasia Gascon, Eliot Hochberg, Jessalyn 

Waldron 

Committee Members Absent: None 

Call to Order: 7:03 p.m.  Adjournment: 9:06 p.m. 

Proposed Motions for General Assembly Adoption 

MOTION:  None 

 

 

Summary of Agenda Item Discussion and Committee Updates 

Summary of Discussion for Agenda Item II – Introductions and Welcome 

• Kay 

• Natasia 

• Eliot 

• Jessalyn 

• Jose Medivil, Culver City Planning Department 

 

http://www.palmsla.org/
http://www.facebook.com/PalmsLA
http://www.twitter.com/palmsnc
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Summary of Discussion for Agenda Item III – GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENT: 

• None 

 

Summary of Discussion for Agenda Item IV.a. – Committee Member Updates: 

• Natasia cannot access documents on the Google Drive.  Putting together a 

look book so we can visualize what we plan for Venice Blvd. 

• Jessalyn would like this committee and Green to plant more trees.  This was 

discussed at the last Green committee meeting. 

• Eliot.  The utility box at Venice and Overland was approved. 

• Kay.  Talked to Elizabeth about the street lights.  We should push to make 

Palms a pilot for it.  Eliot wrote to the artist who has not answered.  Will it be 

easier to put Palms medallions or banners on it?  Eliot is thinking about a 

Palms-specific light.  Add to the next meeting agenda to vote on a letter to 

the councilmember and Bureau of Street Lighting about making Palms a 

pilot for SuperBloom. 

 

Summary of Discussion for Agenda Item IV.b. – Additional ideas.  Ideas Spreadsheet 

• No new ideas this month. 

 

Summary of Discussion for Agenda Item IV.c. – Parking garages. 

• Eliot.  Green and Transportation Committees are keen on reducing traffic on 

Venice.  Can we get parking structures off the street and build the structures 

such that they can be repurposed later?  Could the city encourage the owners 

of the current parking lots to allow construction of the structures where there 

are parking lots.  Jessalyn asks if it’s financially feasible.  Eliot says it would 

be a public/private partnership.   Natasia. Parking structures could park more 

than just cars.  Like bicycles, electric and otherwise.  Like ride sharing 

parking.  Like Lyft/Uber pickup and drop off to get that off the street.  Like 

renting parking spaces to Palms residents.  Natasia is concerned about 

demand for the parking.  Kay says that it is difficult to find parking now.  

Kay and Eliot will meet with Jay Goldstein. 

 

Summary of Discussion for Agenda Item IV.d. – Superbloom street lights update. 

 

• Previously discussed.  Eliot will write an email to Elizabeth and copy Kay. 

 

Summary of Discussion for Agenda Item IV.e. – DISCUSS.  Mar Vista Venice Blvd 

survey.  

https://www.marvista.org/productphotos/Outreach%20Community%20Plan%20Survey,

%20September%208,%202020.pdf 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1NBPXuGhciIAJdRPgLN4Bm0tmoWNKTmuWdkQE1yUk9X4/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.marvista.org/productphotos/Outreach%20Community%20Plan%20Survey,%20September%208,%202020.pdf
https://www.marvista.org/productphotos/Outreach%20Community%20Plan%20Survey,%20September%208,%202020.pdf
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• Kay moves we do this.  Eliot seconds.  Ask other committees for 

participation. 

• Kalani says it took time to get this survey put together.  Many MV renters are 

long term.  They don’t have as young and transient community as we do.  

We could be stuck with ideas from people who moved out. 

• Eliot.  Doing a structured survey is past due.  There is a methodology that 

can be used if the survey is sent to everybody.  We should consider that.  Kay 

will ask MVCC how much it cost them to do the survey.  The people who 

move in and out and that will always be the case.   

• Jessalyn.  We should prioritize our projects first and then come back to this.   

• Kay says we have categories and we can ask about them. 

• Kay will talk to DONE about what she can learn. 

• Kay will withdraw her motion and get the information and put this on the 

agenda next month. 

Summary of Discussion for Agenda Item IV.f. – Brainstorm. Outreach ideas. 

• Postponed until next month. 

Summary of Discussion for Agenda Item IV.g. – Which ideas are short/medium/large 

term. 

• Culver City is requiring certain trees with grating and ground cover and 

benches that don’t face each other 

• Natasia says to look at CC arts district for inspiration 

• Natasia.  Do we want benches? 

• Jessalyn doesn’t like sitting on trafficky streets.  Kay likes benches and as we 

are increasing density, the new apartment dwellers might like the benches 

• Ideas spreadsheet updated in place. 

Summary of Discussion for Agenda Item IV.h. – Are we ready to start documenting 

any of our ideas?  Are we ready to start working on any of our ideas. 

• Postponed until next month. 

Confirmation of Next Meeting Date: October 27, 2020 Time 7:00 p.m.  Location 

Zoom 

 

 
Time allocations for agenda items are approximate and may be shortened or lengthened at the discretion of the President. Public comment will be taken 
for each motion as well as for any item in the consent agenda prior to Board action. The public is requested to fill out a “Speaker Card” to address the 
Assembly on any item of the agenda prior to the Assembly taking action on an item. Comments from the public on Agenda items will be heard only when 
the respective item is being considered. Comments from the public on other matters not appearing on the Agenda that is within the Assembly’s subject 
matter jurisdiction will be heard during the Public Comment period. Public comment is limited to 1 to 2 minutes per speaker, at the discretion or unless 
waived by the Assembly. In the interest of addressing all items on the agenda, time limits for individual comments and discussion may be set at the 
discretion of the President.  All items on the consent agenda will be determined by a single Committee vote and without Committee discussion. Committee 
members may request that any item be removed from the consent agenda and considered individually at any time prior to that vote. 
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Per Board of Neighborhood Commissioners Policy #2014-01, agendas are posted for public review at: 1) Woodbine Park Kiosk, 3409 S. Vinton Ave.; 2) 
Palms Neighborhood Council website, www.palmsnc.la .  
 
In compliance with Government Code section 54957.5, non-exempt writings that are distributed to a majority or all of the board in advance of a meeting may 
be viewed at Woodbine Park Kiosk, 3409 S. Vinton Ave, at our website: www.palmsla.org or at the scheduled meeting. In addition, if you would like a copy 
of any record related to an item on the agenda, please contact the Secretary at secretary@palmsnc.la 
 
Palms NC Board and Committee members abide by a code of civility (http://empowerla.org/code-of-conduct/). Any person who interferes with the conduct 
of a Neighborhood Council meeting by willfully interrupting and/or disrupting the meeting is subject to removal. A peace officer may be requested to assist 
with the removal should any person fail to comply with an order of removal by the Neighborhood Council. Any person who resists removal by a peace officer 
is subject to arrest and prosecution pursuant to California Penal Code Section 403. 
 
As a covered entity under Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Los Angeles does not discriminate on the basis of disability and upon 
request, will provide reasonable accommodation to ensure equal access to its programs, services, and activities. Sign language interpreters, assistive 
listening devices, or other auxiliary aids and/or services may be provided upon request. To ensure availability of services, please make your request at least 
3 business days (72 hours) prior to the meeting you wish to attend by contacting the Secretary at secretary@palmsnc.la 
 
SI REQUIERE SERVICIOS DE TRADUCCION, FAVOR DE NOTIFICAR A LA OFICINA 3 DIAS DE TRABAJO (72 HORAS) ANTES DEL 
 
EVENTO. SI NECESITA ASISTENCIA CON ESTA NOTIFICACION, POR FAVOR LLAME A NUESTRA OFICINA AL secretary@palmsnc.la 

http://www.palmsnc.la/
http://www.palmsnc.la/
mailto:secretary@palmsla.org
mailto:secretary@palmsla.org
mailto:secretary@palmsla.org


 

 

 

THE PALMS NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL  
 

 

 

Los Angeles Neighborhood Council Budget Tribunes Proxy Letter 

 

To Board of Neighborhood Commissioners: 

 

We, the Palms Neighborhood Council, hereby grant the Los Angeles Neighborhood Council 

Budget Tribunes (“Tribunes”) their formal proxy in representing our council in Los Angeles City 

Budgetary matters in accordance with the Los Angeles City Charter, Article IX, section 909.  

This proxy does not limit any rights of the Palms Neighborhood Council in any way. This proxy is 

meant to utilize the services of the Tribunes to produce reports and presentations on Los Angeles 

budgetary matters on matters this council request of the Tribunes and it also includes a proxy for their 

accumulation of knowledge for that purpose, including requesting meetings and asking for 

documents from Los Angeles Elected Officials and Los Angeles City Departments. 

 

Regards, 

 
 

 
 

Eryn Block  

President, Palms Neighborhood Council  

 

 

 
CC: 

Raquel Beltran, General Manager, Department of Neighborhood Empowerment 

Paul Koretz, Councilman CD5, City Council President 

Eric Garcetti, Mayor, City of Los Angeles 

Ron Galperin, Controller, City of Los Angeles 

Richard H. Llewellyn, Chief Administrative Office, City of Los Angeles 



November XX, 2020 

To: Paul Koretz, CD 5 Representative 

According to the Glossary of Legislative Terms at 

http://www.legislature.ca.gov/quicklinks/glossary.html, Gut and Amend is “When amendments to a bill 

remove the current contents in their entirety and replace them with different provisions.” 

The Gut and Amend process is being used to pass legislation without appropriate public overview.  A bill 

is written and goes through one or more committees and then dies.  A legislator guts the contents of 

that bill and replaces it with different legislation that no longer matches the bill’s title.  The gutted and 

amended bill picks up where the original bill left off.  It doesn’t go through committee hearings again.  

Stakeholders have no way to know what is being voted on so they have no knowledge that they need to 

organize and lobby the legislature. 

The gut and amend process is antithetical to open government and must be stopped.  The Palms 

Neighborhood Council requests the City of Los Angeles to include in its Sacramento legislative priorities 

the elimination of the gut and amend process. 

http://www.legislature.ca.gov/quicklinks/glossary.html
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